[Treatment of autoimmune neonatal thrombocytopenia with high-dose intravenous immunoglobulins].
During the neonatal period, 6 infants born to mothers with auto-immune thrombocytopenia purpura were diagnosed as having severe thrombopenia (platelet counts below 30 X 10(9)/l). High doses of intravenous immunoglobulins (IVIG) (0.4 g/kg/injection for 2 infants and 1 g/kg/injection for 4 infants) were administered as of the first week of life. Short-term efficacy was good in all cases (platelet counts over 50 X 10(9)/l, 2-10 days after the first injection). During the second week of life, 5 newborns had relapses which were rapidly reversed by one or several IVIG injections. The thrombopenia was cured between days 19 (shortest) and 41 (longest) and, more over, no side effects were observed. High doses of IVIG seem to be an effective and well-tolerated treatment for neonatal auto-immune thrombopenia, and they can be recommended over classical treatments (corticotherapy, exchange transfusion, platelet transfusion) as a first line of attack.